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The Oppofers afhamed of their Scheme ; their Writers phrink from it, | and ly they had na hand in making it. 
Thofe that made ufe of it to Impofe it upon the Houfe of Commons, hunowing the Fraud of it, as guilty 


as they that made it. 
The Mercator, No. 26. Vindicated. 


Ai general Propofition laid down to Difpute upon, if they who Oppofe the Treaty of Commerce have any 


Inclination to att fairly. 


That there is an apparent probability, that the Trade to France fhall be to our Advantage now more 
than ever, even fuppofing it was to our Advantage before. 


The fuppofitionythat the French fhall,take any 
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Spanith Wooll or Turkey Goods of us now, becatife of 
their own Trades to Spain and Turkey, proved abfurd, from the Situation of the Trade. 





any Degree whatfoever. [he Oppofers of the 

French Commerce have at laft given up their 

SCHEME : Jt was indeed a thing to be afhamed 
of, and the Paper,which they now caufe to be written 
to uphold their Oppofition to the Treaty of Trade, 
drops it as gently as he can, with a fhort Patagraph to 
clear himfelf from being the Author of it; and we 
allow it,that he i§ not the Author, for itis a Cheat of 
Forty Years ftanding, But how thofe People ,who 
brought it up to the Houle of Commons, will clear 
themfelves of being as Guilty as they that made it, Hic 
labor, Hoc opus eff, for in the Senfe of the Civil Law, 
he, who makes ufe of a Forgery, knowing it to be fo, is 
equally Guilty with him thac made it. 

But while they Renounce the Scheme, they refolve to 
fall into the fame Meafures, (viz.) To put their own 
Valuation upon the Exports and Imports of the French 
Trade, that at laft they may draw the Ballance fo as 
{hall make for their Turn, 

The MERC ATOR, No. 26. gave an Account of 
fome of the Foreign Goods which in the Year ee: 
were Exported byCettificate from England to France. It 
was not the Defign of that Paper to enter into a Price 
Courant of the Particulars, nor was it Needful; for 
having given feveral of the Species, evety. Merchant 
was able to examine the Value. But the Cafe was firft 
to demonftrate the Falfity of the Scheme, who had left 
all thefe feveral kinds of Goods quite out; which Goods, 
our Enemies themfelves being the Judges, amounted in 
1686-7, to aboveOne hundred feventy thoufatid Pounds, 
m3 it their own? way, and Rated alfo at theit own 

rices. eet 

VERY WELL! Then one Point is gain’d however; 
and we will Note it as we go, that it may ftand thus 


I T is fome Satisfaction to eagsiee Truth prevails in 


upon Record by it felf, out of their dwn Mouths their 


Scheme is again Condemn’d; for this is 4 Certificate 
under the Hands of thefe Men in the firft place, acknow-. 
ledging that they prefented a Scheme to the Houfe of 
Commons as A TRUE Scheme of the Trade to 
France, which in one Atticle only, (viz.) that of Foréign 
Goods Re-exported, was a Cheat to the Value of above 
One hundred and feventy thoufand Pounds. | 
After this, what Honefty cari be expected trom them, 
an! who fhall depend upon the Accounts they bring ? 
or if they have Adurance fufficientt to put fuch a Fraud 





as this upon the whole Reprefentate of Great-Britaittj 
what. will they not rice among the Ignotant Countr¥ 
People ? Jf they bave done this inthe green Tree, what 
hall they doin the dry? | 
_ To make themfélves amends on us for Dete‘ting this 
Fraud, they fall to Recriminating upon the MERC A- 
TOR, and fay the MERCATOR has ovet-valued 
the Account he has given : Perhaps it may be fo, in a 
gene: al Guefs ; at the Amount of fo vafta Quantity of 
Goods, it may not be exact, nor isit to be expected 3 
for, as above, the ME RCATOR was only giving 4 
— View of the Exports. But let us fee how it 
ands. . 
1. They cannot fay the AZ ERCATOR_ has given 
an Account of more Goods than wete Exported, as 
their Scheme has done of lefs. ie Ft) 
2 The MERCATOR*affures . them, there are 
very large Quantities of Goods Exported, which he: 
omitted, being, as above, only giving a general View of 
the Fxportation, not 4 full Particular of Goods and the 
Valuation. : aia aha 
dag the MERC ATOR cannot. be takén ap in 
Debating the Price of every kind of Goods .fent to 
France, yet the Reader will judge of ‘the Modefly of their 
aluation, by theit Efimating Thirty eight tHonfand four 
hundred feventy fix Pieces of Eaft-India Goods, under 
the Head of Callicoes and Mullins, at am Shillings per 
Piece: | | ; Twenty a“) 
Were fach Men to be convinced by Demonftrations, 
it might be proved, that of that Quantity of Callicoes, 
a vefy great Part, many. thoufand Pieces were fine 
Muflins, as Betellees, Mullmulls, and the like, befides 
Chinfs, Carpets, &c. which ought rather ro have been 
Rated from Three Pound to Six Pound perPiece, than at 
f Shillings, and that cven the Long-Cloths which 
make near Ten thoufind of the Pieces, were not ther. 
bought under 26 to 30s. pér Piece, and chat few, if 
any of the Callicoes ordinarily Exported to France, were 
OF low coarfe Sorts. Pa 
This is Noted, only to fhew the Integfity of thé Trear- 
ment,which is fo be expeéted from the’e Mens Raring cf 
Things; not that we fhall enter into Prices of Goods 
with them at all, theré is no Occafioin of it, Sa 
The Defign of the MERCATOR is to thew the 
Nation, what a Trade we have had, and ‘might agaitt 
haye with France: hi doing thy an’ Actoynt. was given 
Gs 
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“other 


‘rated at no other Price,than the Invoyce 


of fome of the general Species of Goods Exported in 


‘thar Yearzbefides. 


In giving this Account, it was fet down, that feveral 
of the Quarter-Books of the Cuftom-Houfe in Out-ports 
were wanting ; that to this Account, muft for the fu- 
ture, be added the Exports from Scotland, and add to 
this, the large Quantity of Goods Exported, which no 
mention was made of, and the MERCATOR ifiin 
believes the Computation of Five hundred rhoufand 
Pounds a Year in fuch Goods, to be within the Value of 
what is Exported to France every Year, 

But if it were not, as is faid above; this t cing given as 
a general Eftimate of Coates n Value, 
not to be taken as thefe 
they do Evil, take it, (viz-) asa Defign to Impofe ppon 
them: For if the true Quantity be Baye, which IS C 
TAIN, how are they Impofed upomthe MERCATOR's 
Guefs at the Value, which-muft be UNCERTAIN 
_ If they can detest the MERC ATOR of having 
enlarged or leflened the Quantity of Goods, as. the 
MERCATOR on the other hand. has proved on their 
Scheme ; then indeed they might ‘charge it as a Fraud. 

But to go farther with them in this Matter, it fhould 
be next enquired, on whofe Account is the French 
Trade generally carried on? Is it on the Stocks and Ac- 
count of the Enclifh, or the French? And this is a ma- 
terial Queftion. 

_ For if oar-Manufiictures-and other Goods are fent to 
France on OUR OWN Accounts, and. the Wines, 
Brandies, ‘Linen, Paper, 8c. Commiflioned from hence, 
as is generally the Cafe,.for the Truth whereof we ap- 
peal to the Exchange of London; then the Value of 
our Goods Exported to France ought to be rared at the 
Price fold for therg, that Price being made good ro us by 
the Merchants on the foot of the Account of Sales, ine 
cluding the Freight paidto Englifh Ships; and on the 
hand; the Wine, Brandy, &c. being Commiflion- 

ed trom hence, and generally for our own Accounts al- 
fo, and the Freight paid to our own me ing, can be 
arge, ( viz.) 


‘firft Coft, with Charges on Board. , 

Let the Oppofers a&t-generoufly if their Cafe will 
bear it, and‘come thus to a fair impartial Valuation on 
both fides, and let due Allowance be made on both fides; 
‘the MERCATOR hall join iffue with them, when they 
will on the Subject of a fair Ballance of theTrade, and 
fcorns to take, as they do, a general Ejtimate for a par- 
ticular Account. 

Let them do Juftice to the future Profpects of the 
Trade alfo, and not tell u§,the French Trade will be lefs 
in this Particular, and in that Particular, and. be affraid 
to fer down in what Particulars it will be larger than 
ever; and we fhall foon fce,who is in the right there 
too. 

Leaving therefore thefe Dif utings, as no way worth 
notice, the MERCATOR here lays down a general 
Propofition, which, he doubts nor, fhall be made good 
whatever the Oppofers hereof'can alledge, as follows: 

That as the Trade to France has been to the Advan- 
tage of England in former Times, or fuppofing it to 
have been fgets nit is PROBABLE, that it fhould be 
fo NOW nvcl more than ever it was before. 

It is true, that proving a Probability does not prove 
a Fast, nor does the MERC ATOR beg the Queftion 
at all, or ask that it fhould be fo taken. Bur as the 
Oppofers of this Affair take this Method to cry down 
the Trade to France, and build upon their own weak 
Suggeftions of what {hall be, and what may be; we Pal 
how enter into an Examination of Probabilities alfo for 
time to come, as we have into Matters of Fa& tor 
time paw. 

‘Nor fhall any Probabilities be alledged which are not 
funported by good Reslons, of which the MERCA. 
TOR defives the Reaclers to be their own Judges, 
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= Ought . 
Men, whio. judge Evil hetaufe 





Not fuch empty Reafons as are given about the Tow: 
to prove,that the French will not want Cocheneal or 
any Spanifh Wool, any Galls, any Dye-ftuffs, xc. NOW, 
becaufe of their Trade with Spain and Turky ; as if the 
French had not had as much, and as frec a Trade with 


Spain in 1686-7, when they took 163,052 Pounds of 


Spanifh Wooll; and 40,0co Pounds of Cocheneal and 
Indico from England, as they have now; and as free a 
Trade to Turky, when they took 148 Tons of Galls from 
England, as they can have now; and fo as to other 
Goods of thofe Countries. 

.. Whereas, on the-contrary, if their Woollen Manufa- 
Sure isifo much eicreafed as it is faid to be, they muft 
confequently take a much greater Quantity of thefe 
things from us,than ever they did; and that, which was 
the Reafon of taking it of us then, will-be the fame 
now ; (viz.) that the Eaft and North Parts of France, 
the Pazs-Conquis, Flanders, Artois, Picardy, Normandy, 
&c. having as much need of thofe things now as ever, 


_and having no Trade, or but little, with Bilboa, Cadiz, 


Turky, &c. from whence thofe Goods come, can have 
their Spanith Wooll cheaper from England than over- 


‘land from Rochel, Nants, &c. their.Galls cheaper ttom 


England than from Marfeilles; and their Cocheneal and 
Indico cheaper from England than from Cadiz. 

So that to fay we hhall fend none of thefe Goods to 
France now, becaufe the French will have a Trade to 
Spain, is a Proof of moft grofs Ignorance in the Situati- 
on of Trade, fince if Spain was actually in the hands of 
France, THOSE PARTS of France would yet buy 
thofe Goods, (viz.) their Spanifh-Wooll, Turky-Goods, 


_ and Goods from Cadiz, and the like, by the way of Eng- 


land, for the Reafons aforefaid. 

An Example of this is evident in the Jate Memorials 
of the Levant Merchants or Turky Company, who de- 
iired Provifion might be made for them to carry Raw- 
Sik* and other Levant Goods into France from Eng- 
land. What need could there be of fach a Requeft, if 
the Arguments above-mentioned were good? For the, 
French have a Trade to the Levant as well as we; but 
the Cafe is this, Thefe parts of France,who have a ve 
great Trade, are fo remote from Marfeilles, where ail 
the French ‘Levant Trade is carried on, that they can 
buy their Levant Goods much cheaper from England. 

Like Inftances might be given of this in our own 
Commerce, but the thing demonftrates it felf; and the: 
Weaknefs of the Oppofers is in nothing more expofed 
than in alledging the French Trade with Spain as a 
Proof, chat they thall take no Cocheneal or Spanifh Wooll 
of us. If their Manufz&tures are encreafed, as fome fay, 
they will take more this way than ever they did. 

But fo blinded are our People, by the Fury of Parties, 
that they neither will talk Reafon themfelves, nor hear 
Reafon trom others. 


Quis furor iffe Novus? Quo nunc Quo tenditis, inquit, 
Heu mifera Cives! , Virg. 





BOOKS Printed for W. Taylor, at the Ship in 
Pater-Nofter-Row. 


(1) Poems on feveral Occafions: Written by a Lady, Author 

ot the SPLEEN, &c, {2) A Demonftration ot the Ex- 
iftence, Wifdom, and Omnipotence of God ; Diawn from the 
Knowledge ot, Nature, Farticulayly of Man, and fitted to the mean- 
e(t Capacity, by the Lord Archbifhop of Cambray, Author of 
Telemachus. ( 3) Boetius of the Confolation of Philofophy, in 
Five Books: Made Englith, and [Nuftrated with Notes, by the 
Right Honorable Richard, Lord Vifcount Prefton. (4) The 
Lord Clarendon’s Hiftery of the Rebellion, &c. in 6 Vol. 80. 
Hiafirated with near 100 Cuts, done by the beft Hands. (5) Mr. 
Archdeacon Hill’s Harmony of ‘the Canonical and Apocryphal 
Scriptures, in Anfwer to Dr. Clark, &c. Alf{o his compencious 


Speculations on Valid and invalid Baptifin, and.conccrning Sacer- 
dotal Remiifion of Sins. 





LONDON: Priated tor BENJ.. 


JOHN 


Toox E, at the Temple-Gate: and 
BARBER, On Lambeth-Hil, (Price 3 Half-pence.), 




















